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in code. While I understand that I shouldn't be checking these sorts of things into our source repo, I
can't see why he complains when he sees them on my screen. I mostly use such words for debugging messages because they're shocking enough to stand out from the rest of the log messages produced by our software. I can't really believe that KV would object to a programmer adding a bit of salt to log messages.
Kolorful Koder
Dear Kolorful, I can understand why you might think that I might be a prolific user of colorful metaphors, given some of the things I write about in this column. You are correct, and my coworkers can tell you that, because of my occasional outbursts when dealing with particularly horrific bits of code, they have learned a thing or two about body parts and functions that they wish they could now forget.
Unfortunately, for you at least, I have to come down on the side of your coworker in this dispute.
While I'm sure you have faithfully marked every place that your code might exclaim a colorful metaphor with the well-known comment, "XXX Remove This!", the fact is that if you do this enough, someday, and usually on quite the wrong day, you're going to forget. You probably think you won't, but the risk is not worth the eventual hassle. I've been through that hassle, and I'm glad that, for once, the problem wasn't my fault.
More than a decade ago I worked for a company that produced a software IDE (integrated development environment) and some associated low-level software. One of the IDE's limitations, on a certain platform, was that every project saved by the IDE had to have an appropriate extension- Amazingly, the programmer who did this got to keep his job. I suspect there were two reasons for this, the first being that he was actually a pretty good programmer, and the second being that he was the only one in the company willing to support the IDE on the platform that he was working on.
While this is a pretty extreme example of a colorful metaphor gone wrong, and while I know that
